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Abstract: Social media platforms like Twitter wield significant influence over the visibility and
reach of content. This power prompts critical questions: Are some voices marginalized based on
political leanings? Or are platform interventions primarily aimed at mitigating the spread of
misinformation? Recent discussions spotlight allegations of political biasin "shadow banning,” a
subtle mechanism where certain content is less visible to users, often without their knowledge.
Drawing from afield study on Twitter, we eva uate these claims, finding that while there are
instances that may appear as bias, there is equally strong evidence suggesting that these are
strategic actions to counter the spread of disinformation. Moreover, through simulations on large
social network topologies, we show that if shadow banning was indeed driven by partisanship, its
implementation could be so subtle that overt political biases remain undetected. This underscores
the imperative for rigorous transparency and oversight for the actions of social media platforms.
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