
CLYDESDALE COLLIERY 

DISASTER
Five Unanswered questions

Dennis Schauffer

Professor Emeritus, University of KwaZulu Natal,

South Africa.



C

Coalbrook Mine Disaster 
Memorial

CLYDESDALE MEMORIAL



Memorial plaque



Memorial plaque

In memory of those 435 miners who lost their 

lives 

in the Coalbrook mine disaster on 21/01/1960.

“After all these years you are still in our hearts 

and thoughts”
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11ft 4ins     – Coal

Tunnel in which men were trapped.



1) Why was Colebrook required to step up coal production?

2) Why were miners prevented from leaving the mine?

3) Why was such poor compensation paid to black miners?

4) Why were Special Branch members at the mine?

5) Why did Unions and Government agencies not commemorate

the event after 50 years?


